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From Tom’s Study

“Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them.  When they saw him, they worshipped him; but some doubted.  And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.  And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’”  (Matthew 28:16-20)

Every November the church year comes to a conclusion on Christ our King Sunday.  Then the New Year begins with the festive wonder and anticipation of Advent.  As we approach this annual milestone I want to encourage us not to go whizzing by Christ our King Sunday.  What does it mean to proclaim Christ as King?  What kind of King is Christ?  Do we even want a King?  If we do accept and choose Christ as our King, how does proclaiming that and believing that affect how we live and breath and have our very being?  

Matthew’s Gospel concludes with what has become known as the Great Commission.  The setting is a mountain in Galilee.  Jesus has directed the disciples to meet him there.  A mountain, at least to me, seems an appropriate place to meet a King.  Of course at this point in our story there are only eleven disciples instead of twelve because one has already chosen a different path.  As the eleven near the peak, they see Jesus.  At that moment some of the eleven dropped to their knees and began to worship, while some of the eleven doubted.  It would be interesting to know the vote, don’t you think: six to five, five to six, seven to four, four to seven?  I guess we will never know that little detail, but we realize that the disciples, even at that point, having experienced and gone through all they had experienced and gone through were just like us, some believed and some doubted, and who was who, probably switched from time to time, if not regularly.  Christ our King?  Christ our King?  Yes?  No?  Maybe?  Judas clearly voted “No”!  For the other eleven some voted “Yes” and some “Maybe”.  On November 22nd we will vote.  Will we vote for Christ as our King?  Will we choose Christ?  Christ has chosen us, but will we choose Christ?

The passage says that Jesus didn’t wait for them to climb all the way to him, instead he came to them.  Jesus has been and always will be a different kind of King, a King who keeps coming to us.  Will that change our vote?

When Jesus got to them he said to them, both believers and doubters, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.”  Wow!  That is a radical, bold, powerful, all encompassing, decisive statement.  If we are going to vote for someone, why not vote for the one who has been given all authority in both heaven and earth, both here and there, both now and then, both physical and spiritual, both present and eternal.  If Jesus’ statement is true why would we vote for anyone else?  Christ is King!  Christ has all authority in heaven and earth!  Will we choose this Christ?  Will we choose Christ as our King?

Jesus truly is a different kind of King.  Jesus not only comes to us, but Jesus gives us the freedom to choose him as King.  Jesus’ Kingship is not forced upon us.  Jesus’ Kingship is not dictated to us.  Jesus’ Kingship is not mandatory.  Jesus becomes our King when we choose him as our King, when we give Jesus that role in our lives.  On November 22nd will we give Jesus that role?  Will we choose Christ as our King?

If we choose Christ as King that is not the end of it, but only the beginning.  If we choose Christ as King, Christ then expects our allegiance, for that matter, our very lives.  If that was not the case, Christ would not be much of a King!  

If we choose Christ, then Christ commands us to go out into the world and teach the world the ways of Christ: the way of love, the way of grace, the way of service, the way of discipleship, the way of peace, the way of foot washing, the way of the cross.  If we choose Christ as King then Christ sends us out as teachers of the “Christ Way”.  If we choose Christ being teachers of the “Christ Way” becomes our new vocation.  Will we choose this vocation on November 22nd?  Will we choose Christ as King?

Of course as we have already learned Jesus is a different kind of King.  For unlike other Kings we are not sent out into the world alone.  No this King promises to always be with us.  If we choose Christ as King, then the one who has all authority in heaven and earth will always be with us.  How amazing and awesome is that?  

A King who comes to us!  A King who gives us the freedom to choose!  A King with all authority in heaven and earth!  A King who is always with us!  A King who gives us a vocation and a calling!  On November 22nd we gather to worship this very King.  Will we come?  Will we choose Christ as our King?  Will we take on the vocation of showing the world the “Christ Way”?  What will we choose?

In Christ’s Service – Pastor Abbott

Interested in Learning about Church Membership?  If you are interested in knowing more about becoming a member of the church please call Pastor Tom at 657-3111.  A phone call does not carry any requirements!  
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Adult Small Groups

Sunday School: Adult classes are up and running.  Royal and Judy Haefner will be leading a study of Matthew’s Gospel in the Library at 9:30 a.m.  Tom Shoemaker will be leading a study in the Lounge on the compelling book The Shack beginning between 9:45 and 10:00 a.m.  I hope everyone will consider getting involved in one of these classes.

Monday Night Study: The Monday night study continues at 7:00 p.m. in the Library.  Come and join us as we look ahead to the Scripture passages for the upcoming Sunday morning.

Attention Men: Men’s breakfast will take place on Saturday, December 5th, at 8:00 a.m.  (Please note this change from the usual 4th Saturday due to the Thanksgiving and Christmas Holidays.)  Each month we share a wonderful meal, spend some time reflecting on God’s Word (presently we are studying 2 Corinthians), and sometimes we do a bit of work around the church or in the community.  We would love to have you join us.

Worship Opportunities

Sunday Worship Times: In November there are two worship services at 8:15 and 11:00 on all five Sundays. 
Sacrament of Communion: We will celebrate communion on Sunday, November 1st.

Commitment Sunday: November 8th is that special Sunday where we respond to God’s gifts of love, grace and salvation through the commitment of our lives.  Let us gather for this special time in worship together.

Invite a Friend: One of the ways we can be a beacon in our community is by simply inviting people to join us in worship.  People’s spirits are thirsty.  Let us invite them to the well that never runs dry.

Worship Planning Task Force: If you have an interest in planning worship, the new worship planning task force will meet on Sunday, November 1st following the 11:00 worship service.  We would love to have you join us.

Parking on Sundays: If you don’t mind walking a bit, we would encourage folks to park on the street leaving the parking lot for folks who have a hard time walking, visitors, and parents with a car full of kids.  

Please Don’t Park: We would encourage people not to park in front of the house at 113 Pine.  Your cooperation with this would be greatly appreciated.

Commission Meetings: The commissions will meet on November 17th, at 6:30 p.m.  Everyone is invited to participate in our commissions.  

Session & Deacon Meetings: The session and deacon meetings begin at 8:00 p.m. on November 17th.
Potluck: Monthly potlucks continue on the second Wednesday of each month at 6:30. Please bring a dish and table service and an appetite for fun and fellowship.
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Young Life: The high schoolers will again be participating in Young Life on Monday nights.  Please check the Sunday announcements for a start time or call Samuel Abbott at 657-3788.
Urban Plunge this year is Fri., Nov. 6 through Sun., Nov. 8 at Westminster Presbyterian Church, Grand Rapids. Call Brenda Beck if you wish to attend at 657-8311.
Meet Our New Elders and Deacons

Jan Emmons, Deacon, grew up in Marcellus and worked 23 years in medical research at IRDC in Mattawan. Her mid-life career change was to become an R.N. I retired in December 2009. She lives in the country with her dog and is perfectly content as long as there is a book by her side. She likes to visit at the nursing home in Lawton where she retired from and volunteer to help on outings and with programs. She has had previous experience as a deacon years ago.

Donna Zabonick, Deacon, has been married to Jack for 52 years. She’s the mother of two sons, Jack Jr. and Kevin, grandmother of six, and great-grandma of seven. She loves animals, music, the seasons and many sports from Nascar to football. She enjoys crocheting and reading. She loves to help others and feels her life experiences will enable her to serve well as a deacon.

Annual Community

Thanksgiving Dinner
Thursday, November 26

12 to 3 p.m.

KC Hall, Red Arrow Hwy.

Our church is asked to provide desserts for this event. Please drop off your contribution at the Hall after 6 a.m. on Thanksgiving morning. 
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Thank You: I just want to say thank you for everyone who has been volunteering at, taking food to, donating to, and praying for Eleanor’s Pantry.  Seeing all the energy, enthusiasm and excitement around this project has been incredible.  They served 20 family units yesterday.  There is tremendous need.  The food is flowing out of the pantry at an incredible rate.  The pantry is going to need everyone’s support to meet the growing needs of our community.  (People’s extended unemployment began to expire at the end of October.  We anticipate a tremendous surge in need at this time.)  Please be intentional about finding out how you can make a difference in the lives of so many people by getting involved at, supporting financially, and praying for the pantry.

Joint Food Pantry: If you have any questions about how you might help with the pantry please connect with Wendy Charles (674-3827).  I am sure we can find a niche for you.
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Sound Person: Sue Reynnells is working to coordinate the running of the sound booth.  If you would be willing to help please contact her at 674-3195.

Technology: We want to hear your feedback about the projection equipment.  What is working, what needs to be improved, what needs to be changed?  We would particularly be interested in finding people to help match Scripture passages with both picture images and video clips.  If you would be interested in this kind of adventure please give Andy Thorburn a call at 624-6901.

Are you looking for a place to serve?  Are you looking for a place to use your gifts?  Please be thinking about involvement in these local mission opportunities: Lunch with Friends, Habitat for Humanity, Restorative Justice, Joint Food Pantry – Eleanor’s Pantry, and United Christian Services.  If you have any questions about any of these please contact Pastor Abbott at 657-3111.

Poinsettia Form
I wish to place______________ poinsettias in the church

 on Dec. 13 and 20. 

Each poinsettia is $8.00

By:___________________________________________

______________________________________________

Your name/names as you want them to appear in the bulletin

Amount enclosed______________
Make checks payable to “First Presbyterian Church” marked “Poinsettia” and mail to the church office or place in the offering plate with this form.
______________________________________________

In Loving Memory of  ⁭              In Honor of  ⁭
______________________________________________

In Loving Memory of  ⁭              In Honor of  ⁭
______________________________________________

In Loving Memory of  ⁭              In Honor of  ⁭
___
Please have a Deacon deliver a poinsettia to a shut-in or member who is ill on Dec. 21. 

___I will pick up the poinsettia after the service on Dec. 21. 

All proceeds from Poinsettias will go to the Flower Fund to be used throughout the year.


Thought for the Month:
The colors of the season give reason to thank Jesus daily.
TIME CHANGE
Be sure to set your clocks back an hour on Sunday, Nov. 1

Congratulations to Elaine Besthorn on passing her final Presbytery exam on October 24 and her call to the First Presbyterian Church of Cozad.
Central Nebraska Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church USA

invites you to participate in the ordination of

 Elaine J. Besthorn

To the office of Minister of Word and Sacrament 

November 15, 2009

4:00 p.m.

First Presbyterian Church

1901 West Leota

North Platte, NE  68001

Reception following

Please RSVP (using any of the following methods) by November 8, 2009

· purplesfts@yahoo.com
· www.apurpleordination.blogspot.com
· 308-382-9315

· 1317 W. Stolley Park Rd

      Grand Island, NE  69101

Advent Music

On Dec. 6 at the 11:00 service, the Chancel Choir will present “The Canticles of St. Luke” for choir, orchestra, piano and organ.  This work was written in the 1980’s by John Coats.  John is the former Choir Director at Westminster Presbyterian Church in Portage.  It has only been performed twice before.  This will be the first performance using the Brass Choir.

 On Dec. 13, there will be one service only at 10:00. The Gathering Group will present “A Simple Christmas Pageant”.  This newly published work combines the life and ministry of St. Nicholas who lived in the Middle East about 300 years after the time of Jesus.  It is almost a lessons and carols service, with some new songs that the Gathering Group will sing. 

 We hope you will join us for these special Advent offerings.

 Ann Hague, Director of Music.


Financial Campaign Update

Our Financial Campaign for 2010 is underway.  As of the end of the first week of the campaign, nine pledges have been received.  A big THANK YOU for those gifts of faith and commitment!  We’ll keep you informed as we progress through the campaign and celebrate the gifts on November the 8th, Commitment Sunday at our Worship Service.

In reading and studying for this year’s campaign, I have been impressed by a number of things about the Financial Campaign.  To begin with, “Stewardship” as we have traditionally referred to our financial planning and pledging is really about who we say we are as a Christian Community, how we act, how we do mission, how we appear, how we care about our environment, how we worship, and how we live together as Christians.   Stewardship is a year round, encompassing concept about how each of us engages our understanding of being united together, living, acting, being spiritual, and engaging in the world in which we live.  

The Financial Campaign is merely the process of informing our church leaders about how much we are willing to “give” in the form of a pledge to the First Presbyterian Church of Paw Paw for next year.  In this context, it is one “expression” of how we value our lives together.  The Administration Commission and Session encourage your prayerful consideration of what you can share.  As we progress through this campaign, we encourage you to return your Pledge and Time and Talent Cards either to the church office or put them in the offering plate on any of the next several Sundays.  We thank you for sharing all your gifts with our church.

Rev. Seth Weeldreyer, Pastor of Marshall Presbyterian Church has recently written a hymn that I would like to share with you.  This may be sung to the tune of Londonderry Air.

I cannot tell why you who angels worship

Should call me, come, follow you on your Way.

The world is filled with other paths and purposes;

False promises confuse me day by day.

Yet, this we know: with you the lonely have a friend;

Hungry are fed, the fearful find some peace.

And so we come and join with brothers, sisters

To share your love, your love that sets all people free.

Andy Thorburn, Administration Commission
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The C.E. children made pizza maps of Israel during the reign of David.

The high school students are doing the rotation model for the younger children on the topic of Jesus as the Messiah, the fulfillment of the prophecies.

We will begin working on the Christmas program on November 15. The date of the program will be December 13.

Presbyterian Women’s Annual Fashion Show, Oct. 13

The event raised nearly $500 for Eleanor’s Pantry. It was a great success with capacity attendance and a fun time was had by all.
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Chicken salad sandwiches were enjoyed at the tea. Here’s Sharon Desimone’s recipe for chicken salad. 

Bake 1# chicken breast seasoned with garlic & white pepper. Cube. 

Mix with 2 cups chopped grapes. 1 cup roasted slivered almonds, 4 stalks finely-chopped celery, 

Moisten with 2-3 cups Hellmann’s mayo seasoned with 1 t. of curry powder.

The Paw Paw High School Voices of the Future will sing in our Sanctuary on Wednesday, Dec. 2 at 1 p.m., hosted by Presbyterian Women.
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11/02
Gerry* Jacher
11/02
Kyle Walters
11/02
Connor Baney
11/03
Rose* Rook
11/03
Cristine Martin
11/03
Megan Frazier
11/04
Sandra* Henson
11/06
Denyse Sherburn
11/07
Barbara* Kruse
11/07
Jessi Read
11/08
Marlow Pardike
11/09
Thelma* Bennett
11/09
Brad Rhodes
11/09
Judy* Vliek
11/10
Frederick* Smith
11/11
John Gehrke
11/11
Trevor* Smith
11/12
Dean Silber
11/12
Debra* Walters
11/12
Jake* Pursley
11/12
Gabriel Greenland
11/12
Claire Pursley
11/13
Jesse* West
11/13
Sue* Martin
11/13
Benjamin Hulst
11/14
Eden Wilder
11/15
Michael* Seymoure
11/15
Christian Buhl
11/16
Daniel Miller
11/17
Robert* Cassada
11/17
Catey* Bolton
11/19
William* Henson
11/19
Gauge Butler
11/21
Florence Kaukola
11/21
Laura* Wells
11/21
Sherline Buhl
11/21
Alexander* Wiese
11/22
Bernard* Albright
11/23
Kathleen* Murphy-Brown
11/23
Elijah Smith
11/25
Sue* Reynnells
11/25
Scott Mitchell
11/26
Frances* Welch
11/30
Mary* Wyatt
11/30
Richard* Walters
11/30
Jacob* Bolton
11/30
Brennan Combs

Happy Anniversary
11/01 Kirstin & Dave Wilder, Jr.

11/07 Rick & Mary Diemer

11/14 Kris & Kelly Carr

11/18 John & Mary Wyatt

11/26 Dean & Randy Silber

Thanks to

Freida & Harold Duringer, Marlene Tucker and Jan Ogden for preparing the October newsletter, and to Jim vanWestrienen for folding Sunday bulletins.


Hanging of the Greens

 

Come join the fun on Saturday December 5.  We'll have breakfast at 8:00 a.m. followed by a little Bible study and then help decorate the church for Christmas from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  Bring the whole family!  Please call the Church Office or Steve McCloskey if you plan to attend.

November 2009

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	1 Communion
7:15 Prayer Time

8:15 Worship

9:30 CE Classes
11:00 Worship

        Fellowship
12:30 Elder/Deacon Training
	2
7:00 Bible Study

7:00 Paw Paw Community Chorus
	3
	4
8:00 TOPS

Noon Lunch with Friends

7:00 Boy Scouts
	5
Noon Rotary Club Meeting

7:00 Choir Rehearsal
	6
	7
9:30 Presbytery in Holland

	8  
7:15 Prayer Time

8:15 Worship

9:30 CE Classes
11:00 Worship

        Fellowship
12:30 M.S. Youth
	9
7:00 Bible Study

7:00 Paw Paw Community Chorus
	10
10:30 Sharenet


	11
8:00 TOPS

Noon Lunch with Friends

12:45 Pantry Meeting

6:30 Potluck

7:00 Boy Scouts
	12
Noon Rotary Club Meeting

2:00 Public Library Autumn Tea

7:00 Choir Rehearsal
	13
	14
5:30 Elder/Deacon Retreat

	15  2¢ a Meal

7:15 Prayer Time

8:15 Worship

9:30 CE Classes
11:00 Worship

        Fellowship
12:30 Elder/Deacon Training
	16
7:00 Bible Study

7:00 Paw Paw Community Chorus
	17
6:30 Commissions

7:30 Joint Worship

8:00 Session/

Deacons Meetings
	18
8:00 TOPS

Noon Lunch with Friends

12:45 Pastor’s Prayer Group
7:00 Boy Scouts
	19
Noon Rotary Club Meeting

7:00 Choir Rehearsal
	20
	21
4:00 Family Fall Festival 

	22  
7:15 Prayer Time

8:15 Worship

9:30 CE Classes
11:00 Worship

        Fellowship
12:30 M.S. Youth

12:30 Elder/Deacon Training
	23
7:00 Bible Study

7:00 Paw Paw Community Chorus
	24
10:30 Sharenet
	25
8:00 TOPS

9:30 PW Bible Study
10:30 PW Mtg.

7:00 Boy Scouts
	26
THANKSGIVING DAY
	27
	28


	29
7:15 Prayer Time

8:15 Worship

9:30 CE Classes
11:00 Worship

        Fellowship

	31
7:00 Bible Study

7:00 Paw Paw Community Chorus
	32

	
	
	
	


Crop Walk 2009

This year’s walk generated just over $25,000 and we believe that’s an excellent response given all that’s happening around us. 25% of the proceeds will return to Van Buren County for distribution to local food pantries. We’re looking forward to next year’s Walk, Sunday, April 25. Hope to see you there.

Family Fall Festival
Saturday, Nov. 21

4:00-6:00

Fun, Fellowship & Food

For friends and families of the Church

Food and childcare provided by the Membership Commission

Sermon Schedule for November
November 1st – All Saint’s Day – Communion - Laurie Hartzell

Scripture Reading: Micah 6:1-8, I John 4:7-8;16-19Sermon Title: “From Fear to Love”

Synopsis: God offers us perfect love.  God longs for us to share that love with each other.  What fears keep us from receiving and sharing God’s love?  How can we live as God’s free, loving people?

November 8th – 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time – Laurie Hartzell

Scripture Reading: Micah 6:1-8, Philippians 3:7-11

Sermon Title: “Walking Humbly with God”

Synopsis: We are invited to walk alongside God.  What an honor and a grace.  What distractions cause us to loose step and fall behind?  How are we tempted to run on ahead?  

Let’s put on new walking shoes as we commit our time, talents and resources to Christ’s church for the coming year.  
November 15th – 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Scripture Reading: Isaiah 1:2-3, Matthew 23:1-12, 2 Corinthians 9:1-15

Sermon Title: “Real”
Synopsis: What is real?  When do we know that a friendship is real?  When do we know that an act of kindness is real?  When do we know that love is real?  How do you know?  What are the signs?  When do we know that our being the church is real?  How do we know?  What are the signs?
November 22nd – Christ the King/Reign of Christ

Scripture Reading: Matthew 28:16-20, John 18:33-37, Revelation 1:4-8

Sermon Title: “Fired Up”
Synopsis: When have you been excited about a leader, or a cause, or a project, or a team?  Why?  What about that person or situation connected with your mind, your heart, your being?  How did that person or situation get you fired up?  What gets in the way of us feeling that same way, having that same energy for following the ways of Jesus?
November 29th – 1st Sunday of Advent

Scripture Reading: Jeremiah 33:14-16, Psalm 25:1-10, Luke 21:25-36

Sermon Title: “Be Alert”
Synopsis: When do you find that your senses are the most alert?  When are you most aware of what is going on around you?  What is the trigger for these heightened states of awareness?  Advent has been established to be just such a trigger.  Advent is a gift to prick our spiritual senses so that we increase in our awareness of God’s presence and work among us.  Friends God is here!  God is with us!  Are we aware?



Angel Tree
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Prison Fellowship’s Angel Tree program believes that every child has a story. For 1.5 million American children, that story is filled with the abandonment, loneliness and shame that comes from having a mom or dad in prison. For many it may also include following their parents down the same destructive road to incarceration.

For the past 2 years, the Mission Commission has participated in this program to make contact with children & their care givers in our own community. We have been able to provide Christmas gifts as requested by the inmate parents & approved by the local care givers. Presbyterian Women have supported this effort by providing gift wrapping, transportation, a party with food & crafts, & delivery of gifts to those unable to attend the party. 


Cards, gifts & photos are then mailed to the inmate parent. 

 We agree with the Angel Tree program that Christmas is no time for a child to fall through the cracks. Since the Mission Commission has no funding for these local projects, we need your help. Please support the Deacons as they offer to raise money for this effort to connect imprisoned moms & dads with their children. 

Angel Tree Luncheon

 

The Deacons Chili Cook-off was a big success!  Through generous contributions from the congregation, we raised $152.  Donation to the Angel Tree Christmas Fund can still be made by forwarding donations to Deacons Treasurer, Tom Shoemaker.  Thank you to all who donated to the free will offering as well as everyone who cooked, set up, and cleaned up on October 25.  Congratulations to Wendy Mickle, whose chili received the most votes.



Women’s retreat at 


The Hermitage, Jan. 16-17


Led by Naomi Wagner.











Minutes from the Session meeting September 22, 2009





Rev. Thomas Abbott led joint worship in the sanctuary. The Session reconvened in the Library at 8:00 p.m., a quorum was declared, and Rev. Abbott opened the meeting with prayer. The Consent Agenda, Treasurer’s report and Clerk’s report were accepted. 





The Delegate Sponsorship for the World Communion of Reformed Churches requires payment now.  A Motion prevailed to borrow $1,000 from the memorial fund which will be repaid from fundraisers.





Laurie Hartzell is serving on the Mediation Taskforce for Presbytery.


There is a meeting September 23, 2009 for Eleanor’s Pantry. 


A Motion prevailed to schedule a Congregational meeting on October 18, 2009 to receive the Nominating Committee report and approve the pastoral terms of call.  There will be one service at 10:00 a.m. with the meeting to be held immediately after the service.


We would like to have an Elder Commissioner attend the General Assembly meeting in Minneapolis July 3 -10, 2010.  Application forms are available.  All Elders are eligible to apply.





All the Commissions will be reviewing budgets and preparing 2010 proposed budgets for the Administration Commission.





PROPERTIES:   Our facility passed the Village inspection.   The Commission is investigating adding portable handicapped parking spaces for special events. A building use request was approved for the Paw Paw District Library Ladies’ Autumn Tea on Thursday, November 12, from 2:00 - 6:00 in the Fellowship Hall.





EDUCATION:    Working on the Nursery coordinator position.





MISSION: Working on the Food Pantry and Decatur Human Services and Homeless Shelter.





No reports from Membership/Worship or Administration.





PASTOR’S REPORT: Rev. Abbott reported on his pastoral work and that he has been named Chief Chaplain for Bronson LakeView Hospital. 





The meeting closed with prayer at 9:30.
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