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Scripture Passages:
1) Psalm 29



2) 2 Peter 3:1-7
Eloise: David ended Psalm 29 with the words, “May the Lord Give strength to his people!  May the Lord bless his people with peace!”  My observation would be that strength and peace are two gifts of God that would be of great help as a person ages.  

     Over the years as I have visited our parishioners at White Oaks I have developed relationships with a number of other residents there as well.  This week when I was there I ran into one of those people who I have gotten to know.  As we began to talk, with every topic we began to discuss she would soon come to a dead end.  She would get stuck because she could not remember what she wanted to say.  She was very aware of the fact that her brain was not functioning well.  She was keenly aware that here brain synapses were short circuiting.  After this happened a couple times she was visibly frustrated.  After a half a dozen times she was ready to quit trying to have a conversation with me.  She was embarrassed and angry.  We were then able to have a conversation about how very hard it is to go through what she is experiencing.  We talked about these important traits of strength and peace.  
     Today as we celebrate the faithful lives of so many of you, you know the importance of the gifts of God, gifts like strength and peace.  Listen as Peter spells out another important gift that comes with living a long life.  Read 2 Peter 3:1-7.
Shifting Gears: Last week, as we looked at chapter 2 of Peter’s letter, we heard the primary reason for his writing of the letter.  Peter was concerned about the false teaching that was going on in the life of the church.  Peter’s tone through that chapter was serious and forceful.  Here in chapter 3 Peter returns to a more supportive and uplifting tone.  

Sincere Intention: Peter calls the recipients of the letter, “beloved” and points out that they are involved in an ongoing relationship with each other.  Then he raised his next point.  He does that by highlighting the fact that they are a people of sincere intention.  But he says that their sincere intention must be aroused.

     We all know about sincere intentions, don’t we?  How many times have I gone through my day thinking, “When I get home tonight I am going to make sure to sit right down and check in with Deb and the kids.  I am going to listen to their stories and hear about their day.”  But by the time I get home I am tired and I rather curl up with the newspaper.  Sincere intentions!  

     How many times do I think about calling a friend and checking in, but never quite get around to it?  Sincere intentions!  How many times do I think about making an extra round of calls at the hospital, but never quite have the energy?  Sincere intentions!  How many times have I wanted to pull out a theology book but settle for a suspense thriller?  Sincere intentions!  How many times have I planned on sitting in here praying, but instead keep plugging away on some project or another?  Sincere intentions!  

     We all know about sincere intentions.  Peter, here, seeks to arouse our sincere intentions, but our sincere intentions about what?  Peter seeks to arouse our sincere intentions about faith, more specifically about the sharing of our faith in ways that help others reflect upon their own faith.
     I think everyone in this room has sincere intentions about their faith.  I think we all deeply care about our relationship with God.  The question Peter raises here is do we carry out those sincere intentions, or do we let them fall to the wayside?  Do we lose our drive?  Do we lose our passion?  Do we lose our strength?  Do we become lackadaisical?  Do our sincere intentions about faith need to be aroused?

Remembering: Peter then suggested that the primary way we arouse our sincere intentions is by remembering the faithfulness of God in our own lives, and in the lives of those who have gone before us.  Peter wants to arouse within us the notion that one of the greatest gifts we have to share with others is our remembering of God’s faithfulness in our own lives, through the lives of our ancestors, and through all of history and creation.
Elmer Van Dyke: You have heard me say on a number of occasions that one of the most amazing aspects of being a pastor is being able to journey with people as they approach death.  This week I experienced that very gift with Elmer Van Dyke one of the people we are celebrating today.  
     One of my strengths, which with all of our strengths are then also a weakness is that I tend to really get attached to people.  Since moving here I have become attached to Elmer.  I have thoroughly enjoyed spending time with him.  At least in my presence Elmer has had a very joyful spirit.  I have always left Elmer’s presence feeling lifted up.  That has even been true these last few weeks as Elmer has known that he is moving toward death.  
     A matter of fact, I would say that Elmer’s joy increased each time I saw him.  Don’t get me wrong, Elmer was sad about leaving his kids, and grandkids, and great-grandkids.  Elmer was frustrated with his physical health and all of its limitations and humiliations.  But every time we turned the conversation to God, Elmer’s face lit up.  Elmer not only had a great peace about his death, he was excited to go be with God.  As Elmer remembered God’s faithfulness he could not wait to enter God’s presence more fully.  What a gift it has been to walk with him through these days of his life.
Sharing our Stories: Last week I challenged the graduating seniors to be on the lookout for false teachers and false teaching.  I challenged them to stay focused on the teachings of Christ.  

     Today I want to challenge the super seniors to arouse their sincere faith.  Today I want to challenge the super seniors to remember God’s faithfulness, God’s faithfulness to you, to your family, throughout history, and in creation.  And most importantly I want to challenge you the super seniors to then share those stories of God’s faithfulness with the people around you, with your families, with us your church family, with your neighbors.  Your long lives have given you so much faith to share.  One of the greatest gifts we have to give each other is our stories of God’s faithfulness.  Let us not keep those stories to ourselves, but let us share them with each other.
Conclusion: My faith will forever be buoyed by Elmer’s stories of God, by his peacefulness, and by his joy and excitement about entering his eternal home.  

     Let us not hold back.  Let’s not be afraid or tentative.  Let’s share our stories of God’s faithfulness with the world, so that the world can be blessed.  Amen.
