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"Celebrating the Creator of the Cosmos"

Scripture Passages:
1) I Corinthians 12:1-13




2) Psalm 104
Read Psalm 104
Hymns of Praise: Through the Psalter there are three broad categories of Psalms: Hymns, Laments, and Thanksgiving.  We have begun by looking at the Hymns which focus on praising God.  
     Today’s Psalm begins and ends with Bless the Lord, O my soul.  The final word of Psalm 104 is Hallelujah.  This is the first use of Hallelujah in the Psalter.  The NRSV translates the Hallelujah as “Praise the Lord”.  One of the dictionary definitions for praise is “The worship of God with song and words.”  My dictionary defines Hallelujah as simply “Praising God.”  Praise is a feeling.  Praise is an emotion.  Praise is an exuberant joy for God.  Hallelujah!  Hallelujah!
     The Psalter is full of hymns of praise; hymns of exuberant joy for God.  In today’s psalm what leads the author to express his or her exuberant praise is God’s work of creation and how that creation provides for the creatures, including you and me.  I will come back to these reason for praising, but first I want to get us reflecting for just a few moments about our own praising of God.
Praise: What gets you filled with joy?  When are you exuberant?  Why?  (Long pause.)

     When your favorite team wins, why is that exciting?  When you catch a big fish, what’s the big deal?  When you hit a great shot, why is that exhilarating?  When the DOW goes up 200 points, why are you giddy?  When your child or grandchild does something that makes you proud, why do you get all warm inside?
     Do we get those same feelings, that same excitement about God?  Does the work of God fill us with joy?  Does God’s grace and salvation get us pumped up?  Does God’s love fill us with warmth?  Do we start singing “Hallelujah?”  
     The Psalter is filled with hymns of praise.  I am sure that Psalm 104 had the temple rocking.  When the Israelites sang Psalm 104, the drums were drumming, the zithers were zithering, the lyres were plucking, and the flutes were flouting.  Music in worship has many purposes, but one is to get us singing our praises to God, to get us pumped up, to get us excited, to get our feet stomping and our toes tapping, to get our blood flowing out of enthusiasm for the work of God in our lives.  Next week we start looking at the psalms of lament, but today we are looking at hymns of praise, “Hallelujah!”  
Generational Differences: This is one of the places were we struggle a bit living together in the church because we all have different ways of expressing our praise of God.  How you express “Hallelujah” may look different from how I express “Hallelujah”.  This is one of the critical reasons why worship needs to have a diversity of music.  For those of us who have completely lived our lives in a rock and roll era the music that gets our toes a tapping is going to be different from those of you whose teenage years were before rock and roll.  My kids are growing up with different musical tastes than I have.  If we truly want to be an intergenerational church then we have to be willing to embrace a diversity of music that allows everyone to praise God, to sing “Hallelujah!”  We seem to be living at a moment in time when this is particularly challenging.  How do you sing your praises to God?  What helps you awaken to the faithfulness of God in your life, and a desire to sing “Hallelujah?”
Responding to God: Two weeks ago we looked at a psalm where the psalmist was expressing praise to God in response to God’s historical acts of salvation.  Today we are looking at a psalm where the psalmist expresses praise to God in response to the amazing nature of creation and for how God continuously provides for us through creation.  

     While having music that facilitates a variety of people praising God is one challenge facing us today as a church, a second and even more important challenge is to be people who intentionally live our lives as a response to the work of God around us and in us.  Psalm 104 expresses the most elemental way that we know God’s love and care and that is through creation and how it provides for us.  
     John Calvin called this “general revelation”.  Creation and how the earth cares for us is one way that God reveals God’s self to absolutely every person on the planet.  Every day, every human being experiences God revealing God’s self through the beauty of creation and how that creation provides for us.  Sometimes we forget that.
     Verses 1-9 celebrate God as the sovereign Creator.  God made this galaxy and every other galaxy.  God made the forces that hold the tiniest particles of each atom together.  God made the gravitational fields and forces that keep our planets and our galaxies spinning in balance with one another.  God made every aspect of this planet: the mountains, the rivers, the oceans, the fields, the deserts, the balance of the ecosystems, the system of weather that allows for crops to grow and food to be produced.  God made it all.  Everyday as we encounter the beauty and intricacy of a flower, the majesty and power of an oak tree, the splendor and wonder of a hummingbird we are reminded of the sovereignty of God.  This psalm reminds us not to take God’s sovereignty for granted, but instead to be in awe and sing our praises, to shout hallelujah from our porches, our kitchens, our car seats, and our pew.  

     Verses 14 to 23 talk about the providence of God, that God’s creation has been designed so that our needs will be cared for.  This planet can provide enough food and water for every human being, every animal, and every plant.  God has made it that way.  Unfortunately as humans we don’t share very well.  We have a tendency to hoard.  We have a tendency to take God’s providence for granted.  We have a tendency to think that God’s providence is only for us.  God’s providence, however, is there to remind us of God’s faithfulness.  God’s providence should lead us to praise.  The blueberries, the apples, the grapes, the peaches, the tomatoes, the beans, even the squash should lead us into praising God for providing for our every need.  As we sit at our kitchen tables let us sing hallelujah to the God who provides.

     God also provides through the seasons. God has made seasons so that the earth has a rhythm of birth, growth, producing and rest.  The four seasons remind us of these basic aspects of all of life: birth, growth, producing, rest.  

     In this country we want everyone to be producing fruit all the time.  We experience this in our workplaces, in our schools, in our families, in the church.  That is not how we were created, however.  The seasons remind us that birth, growth, producing fruit and rest are an ongoing and continual process in our lives.  We can’t just be producing.  We only get to pick blueberries a few weeks a year.  We only get to pick grapes a few weeks a year.  God’s creation is there to provide for us and teach us how best to live.  The changing of the seasons reminds us to sing our praises to God.  
     In verses 24 to 30 the psalmist humbling expresses awe for the gift of God’s creation and gives thanks for being reminded of her dependence on God.  We all need to be reminded don’t we?  We so easily forget that we are not God, and that we are not in control.  The psalmist pricks our awareness to wake us up to the precious gift of God’s creation.  The psalmist nudges us toward praise, toward singing hallelujah.  
     Verses 31 to 35 challenge us to respond to God’s gift of creation and how it provides for our lives.  The psalmist suggests that we respond to God’s gifts with praise, song, and thanksgiving.  All three of these are an attitude of the mind and the heart.  Do we live as people who sing our praises and express our thankfulness to God for our Creator’s faithfulness?  
Conclusion: Are we a people of praise?  Do our hearts and minds sing of God’s faithfulness?  Do we need to wake-up?  This week I challenge each of us to spend some time reflecting on how Creation and the provision of Creation expresses God’s deep love for us.  Then let us choose to respond.  Hallelujah!
