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Scripture Passages:
1) Isaiah 1:2-3



2) Matthew 23:1-12



3) 2 Corinthians 9:1-15

Hand Out Flowers: It’s a really great example isn’t?  What are my motives for giving you these flowers?  Do I give them to you because it is my duty?  Because I want something?  Because I am trying to apologize?  Because they were cheap?  Because I want to say thank you for how you have cared for me?  

     What are my motives?  Well today my motives are simply that I want to try to make a point.  Those are my real motives.  I want to make a point. 
The Point: “Is this church thing, is what we are doing right now, what God had in mind when God thought about church and discipleship and the journey of life?”  
    It seems to me that the answer to that question primarily has to do with our motives.  Why are we?  Why did we get out of bed this morning?  Why do we pray?  Why do we study Scripture?  Why do we give?  Why do we serve?  

     What are the motives behind our actions?  Do we do this church thing and all that goes with out of duty?  Out of tradition?  Out of guilt?  Out of habit?  Out of a search for meaning?  Out of a thankful response for all that God has done and given us?  Out of love for God?  What are your motives?  What are my motives?  

     We are the only ones who really know.  You are the only one who truly knows your motives.  I am the only one who truly knows my motives.  So what are they?
Jesus and the Religious Leaders: Throughout the Gospels Jesus confronted the religious people of his day about their motives.  Jesus said, “You won’t go wrong in following their teachings, but be careful about following them.  They talk a good line, but they don’t live it.  They don’t take it into their hearts and live it out in their behavior.  It’s all spit-and-polish veneer.”  
Paul and the Corinthians: Paul was worried about the same issue in the Corinthian church.  The various churches in Asia Minor had been taking up offerings to help the poor.  The Corinthians had been boasting about the offering they were going to make, but Paul was concerned that when it actually came time to pick up the offering that it would not materialize.  Paul was afraid that when he arrived the offering would be a last minute guilt offering rather than a joyous and generous giving from the heart.  

     Paul reminded the Corinthians that God is not concerned with how much we give, or what we give, but the motives behind our giving.  Paul wrote, “God loves it when the giver delights in the giving.”  The Psalmist wrote, “He throws caution to the winds, giving to the needy in reckless abandon.  His right living, right-giving ways never run out, never wear out.”  Paul goes on and writes, “This relief offering is a prod to live at your very best, showing your gratitude to God by being openly obedient to the plain meaning of the Message of Christ.” 
Christ’s Message: The message of Christ is that our lives are to be lived as a freely chosen, grateful response to God’s grace.  That’s it.  It is really pretty simple.  Jesus calls us to consider and then choose a life of grateful response for God’s grace.  Is that the motive behind our living?  Is that what directs our living each day?  Do we live from a place of joyous response to God’s grace?

     So when Micah says, “What does the Lord require of us?  To do justice, love kindness, and to walk humbly with our God.”  Yes that is true if our doing justice, and loving kindness, and walking humbly with God is a freely chosen, grateful response to God’s grace.  

    What does Jesus tell us is the greatest commandment?  To love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength and to love your neighbor as yourself.  Yes we are do just that as a freely chosen, grateful response to God’s grace.

     In the great judgment scene of Matthew chapter 25 Jesus draws that vivid picture separating the sheep from the goats, the sheep being those who loved the “Least of these.”  In other words the sheep are those who freely chose to love “the least of these” as a grateful response to God’s grace.

     One day Jesus was in the temple and he pointed out a poor widow giving her single coin in the offering plate.  He said, “She has given more than all the rest.”  Why, because of how large her gift was?  No because she freely gave what she had as a joyful response to her experience with God’s grace.

     We are in the midst of our annual stewardship drive.  Why would we choose to tithe?  Why would we make a pledge?  Why would we give to the work of the church?  There are many possibly answers, but God hopes that we choose such a crazy thing because we have known God’s grace in our lives and it has changed us.  So we can’t help but freely and gratefully give as a response.

     Jesus tells us to go and make disciples of all nations.  Why would we do that?  Well the only way that we can help others choose to follow Christ is if we ourselves have freely chosen to be disciples as our own joyful response to the grace of God.

Conclusion: As Rob Bell, asks, “Does our heart beat with God’s heart?”  The only way our heart can beat with the same rhythm as God’s heart is if we live life from a place of grateful, joyous response.  

     Are those the motives driving our living?  Are those the motives behind our life together here at the church?  Is that why we are here today?  Do we live our lives as a grateful, joyous response to God’s grace?  Is that why we give flowers?  “God loves it when the giver delights in the giving.”  Let us choose such a life.  Let us be such a church.  Amen.
